Wedding
Ceremonies
Made
Simple
A collection of prayers, romantic readings,
wedding vows, and special elements
to simplify your ceremony planning.
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Planning a wedding ceremony is perceived as complicated. We have attempted to
streamline the process for you by providing all of the ceremony resources for you in one
easy to read ceremony manual. Suitable for professional wedding officiants, as well as
brides and grooms, this manual offers suggestions for vows, romantic readings, prayers,
ceremony structure, etiquette, and much more. The manual does not have a lot of “fluff”,
rather, it is a clear and concise reference guide for individuals that are serious about
planning their perfect ceremony.

Before entering into a formal agreement with an officiant, ensure that the officiant is
qualified to conduct your wedding ceremony and that they have sufficient experience to
meet your needs. To ensure that your wedding day is exactly what you had hoped it
would be, ask as many questions as you can. Clarify the role of the officiant and the
amount of control that they expect to have in the design of your ceremony. Officiants
widely differ in their approaches to designing a ceremony. It is important that you know
up front whether your wishes will be respected and honored by your officiant.

The First Step: Questions to ask your Wedding Officiant:
1. Are you registered to perform weddings in my location?
2. How long have you officiated weddings?
3. About how many weddings you do per year?
4. What training have you had?
5. Will you go to my location to do a ceremony?
6. What type of ceremonies will you perform?
7. What are your rules as to photography and music during the ceremony?
8. Is pre-marital counseling required?
9. Do you have ceremony samples?
10. What are the fees charged?

When planning your ceremony, remember that you can delete anything from the
ceremony except the marriage vows. The vows are a legal requirement for a marriage.
We encourage you to feel free to modify the vows to suit your particular ceremony needs.
All our vow samples are marked with a letter for easy reference.
Now, on to the actual planning process!
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Traditional Vows
I take you, ______________, to be my wife/husband and I promise before God and all
who are present here to be your loving and faithful husband/wife, as long as our lives
shall last. I will serve you with tenderness and respect, and encourage you to develop
God’s gifts in you. (1)

I, ________________, take you, _____________, to be my wife/husband; and I promise
before God and these witnesses to be your loving and faithful husband/wife; in plenty and
in want; in joy and in sorrow; in sickness and in health; as long as we both shall live. (2)

Before God and these witnesses, I, ________________, take you, _______________, to
be my husband/wife, and I promise to love you, and to be faithful to you as long as we
both shall live. (3)

Do you, _____________, take this woman/man, _______________, to be your
wife/husband, according to God’s holy decree; do you promise to be to him/her a loving
and loyal husband/wife, to cherish and keep her/him in sickness and in health; and,
forsaking all others, to be faithful only to him/her as long as you both shall live? (4)
Answer: I do.

_________________, will you have this woman/man to be your wife/husband to live
together according to God’s decree in the holy estate of marriage? Will you love her/him,
comfort her/him, honor and keep her/him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all
others, faithfully keep to her/him alone, so long as you both shall live?
Answer: I will
Join your right hands and repeat after me:
I, _____________, take you, ______________, to be my wife/husband, according to
God’s holy decree: to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for
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richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do we part:
and to that I pledge you my faithfulness. (5)

In the presence of God and these, our Friends, I take thee to be my wife/husband,
promising with Divine assistance to be unto thee a loving and faithful wife/husband as
long as we both shall live. (6)

I promise to love you above all others and to value
your friendship as a precious gift.
I look forward to raising our family and building
our relationship under the care and guidance of God.
I promise to stand beside you in sickness or health, in times of
prosper and decline, in peace and in turmoil, as long as we both
shall live. (7)

Before God our Father who has given us the gift of love,
I ___________, join with you, ____________, in the covenant of marriage.
I promise to give my faithful, life-giving love to you,
and to share my life with you as long as we shall live.
May this community of faith witness our love for each other
for the rest of our lives. (8)

In the sight of God's love and in the presence of our families and friends,
I ____________, take you, ___________ to be my husband/wife.
I offer my friendship and trust in you,
promising to be faithful and understanding
as long as we both shall live. (9)

You are my once-in-a-lifetime, my miracle.
May our lives intermingle and our love grow as we become one.
You are all I could ever need in my life, my friend, my lover, my everything.
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I promise to be faithful to you, to love you, honor you, live with you and cherish you,
according to the commandments of God, in the holy bond of marriage. (10)

I commit my love to you this day for as long as we both shall live;
this love is the very flame of God and may no man dare
to quench it. I promise to be faithful to you, to nurture you, to cherish
you and encourage you, with the same care and concern that I give
myself. I promise to help you become the person our Lord has
intended you to be, and throughout our lifetime together, you will
always be my beloved and my best friend. (11)

I promise to love you with an unselfish devotion.
I will care for you with tenderness and I will always seek to
strengthen you, comfort you, encourage you and hold you up daily in
prayer before our Heavenly Father. I pledge you my faithfulness and
eternal love from this day forward. (12)

I love you. Today is a very special day.
Long ago you were just a dream and a prayer.
Thank you for being what you are to me.
With our future as bright as the promises of God,
I will care for you, honor and protect you.
I lay down my life for you my friend and my love. (13)

I love you and I know that this love is from God.
Through all of the uncertainties and trials of the present and future,
I promise to be faithful to you and love you.
I promise to guide and protect you as Christ does his church,
as long as we both shall live. (14)

I love you, and I thank the Lord for the love that has bound
our hearts and lives together in spiritual fellowship of marriage.
I will love, honor and cherish you always.
As we enter upon the privileges and joys of life's most holy relationship, and begin
together the great adventure of life.
I will love you in sickness as in health, in poverty as in wealth,
in sorrow as in joy, and will be true to you by so long as we both shall live. (15)

_____, I take you to be my wife/husband from this time onward,
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to join with you and to share all that is to come, to be your faithful husband/wife, to give
and to receive, to speak and to listen, to inspire and to respond; a commitment made in
love, kept in faith, and eternally made new (16)

_____, I take you to be my wife/husband.
I pledge you the rest of my life, as your partner and your friend.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen (17)

In the sight of God's love, and the presence of our families and friends,
I give to you friendship and trust, guidance and support, love and compassion,
promising to be faithful and understanding for as long as we both shall live. (18)

On this special day,
I give to you in the presence of God and all these witnesses
my promise to stay by your side,
in sickness and in health,
in joy and in sorrow, as well as
through the good times and the bad.
I promise to love you without reservation,
comfort you in times of distress,
encourage you to achieve all of your goals,
laugh with you and cry with you,
grow with you in mind and spirit,
always be open and honest with you,
and cherish you for as long as we both shall live. (19)
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Contemporary Vows
I give myself to you in marriage and vow to be your husband/wife all the days of our
lives. I give you my hands and take your hands in mine as a symbol and pledge of our
uniting in one flesh. I give you my love, the outpouring of my heart, as a symbol and
pledge of our uniting in one spirit. I give you this ring from out of my worldly goods as a
symbol and pledge of our uniting as one family. (20)

I, ______________, take you, ______________, to be my wife/husband, knowing in my
heart that you will be my constant friend, my faithful partner, and one true love. You are
my best friend and I will love and respect you always. (21)

I come here today, ____________, to join my life to yours before this company.
In their presence I pledge to be true to you, to respect you,
and to grow with you through the years.
Time may pass, fortune may smile, trials may come;
no matter what we may encounter together,
I vow here that this love will be my only love.
I will make my home in your heart from this day forward. (22)

Today, __________, I join my life to yours, not merely as your (husband/wife),
but as your friend, your lover, and your confidant.
Let me be the shoulder you lean on, the rock on which you rest,
the companion of your life.
With you I will walk my path from this day forward. (23)

____________, with free and unconstrained soul,
I give you all I am and all I am to become.
Take this ring, and with it my promise of faith, patience, and love, for the rest of my life.
(24)
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What have I to give you, _____________________?
The promise to take you as my only love from this day forward, to stand by your side, to
listen when you speak, to comfort you when you cry,
and to join your laughter with my own.
Take this ring, and be my (husband/wife) (25)

As freely, ____________, as God has given me life,
I join my life with yours.
Wherever you go, I will go;
whatever you face, I will face.
For good or ill, in happiness or sadness,
come riches or poverty,
I take you as my (husband/wife), and will give myself to no other. (26)

I used to be afraid of falling in love, of giving my heart away.
How could I trust a (man/woman) to love me,
to give to me all that I wanted to give to (him/her)?
(Name), when I met you, I realized how much we could share together.
You have renewed my life:
Today I join that life with yours. (27)

I came to this place today as a (man/woman) standing alone;
I will walk from it by your side.
Today I cross the threshold with you
and enter into a new and lasting lifetime commitment.
____________, I commit myself to you as your (husband/wife). (28)

Today, a day of music and celebration,
I pledge to share my life with you.
Whether the days that come are happy or sad,
I will live them with you.
____________, I give myself to you as your (husband/wife). (29)
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Where there has been cold, you have brought warmth;
where my life was dark, you have brought light.
_______________, I pledge before this assembled company
to be your (husband/wife) from this day forward.
Let us make of our two lives, one life,
and let us always honor and respect each other. (30)

________________, our miracle lies in the path we have chosen together.
I enter this marriage with you knowing that the true magic of love is not to avoid
changes, but to navigate them successfully.
Let us commit to the miracle of making each day work - together. (31)

Whatever lies ahead, good or bad, we will face together.
Distance may test us for a time, and time may try us.
But if we look to each other first, we will always see a friend.
___________________, look to me for all the days to come;
today I take my place as your (husband/wife). (32)

On this day, (month, day, year), I, _______________, join myself to you
________________, before this company.
May our days be long, and may they be seasoned with love, understanding and respect.
(33)

_____________, I take you to be my lawfully wedded (husband/wife).
Before these witnesses I vow to love you and care for you as long as we both shall live. I
take you, with all your faults and strengths, as I offer myself to you
with all my faults and strengths. I will help you when you need help, and turn to you
when I need help. I choose you as the person with whom I will spend my life. (34)
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I,_____________ take you,______________ to be my (husband/wife),
and these things I promise you:
I will be faithful to you and honest with you;
I will respect, trust, help and care for you;
I will share my life with you;
I will forgive you as we have been forgiven;
and I will try with you better to understand ourselves and the world, through the best and
the worst of what is to come as long as we live. (35)

______________, Our miracle lies in the path we have chosen together.
I enter into this marriage with you knowing that the true magic of love
is not to avoid changes, but to navigate them successfully.
Let us commit until death parts us. (36)

Groom:
I promise you ____________, that I will be your loving and loyal husband
from now on.
I will share with you all of life's joy
and sorrow, pleasure and pain, until death parts us.
Bride:
I promise you ____________, that I will be your loving and loyal wife
from now on.
I will share with you all of life's joy and
sorrow, pleasure and pain, until death parts us. (37)

I, ________, take thee ______, to be my wife/husband, to have and to hold,
from this day forward, for better – for worse, for richer – for poorer,
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part,
and thereto I pledge thee my faith. (38)
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I ____________, take you __________, to be my wife/husband.
To share the good times and hard times side by side.
I humbly give you my hand and my heart
as a sanctuary of warmth and peace, and pledge my faith and love to you.
Just as this circle is without end, my love for you is eternal.
Just as it is made of incorruptible substance,
my commitment to you will never fail. With this ring, I thee wed." (39)

Before our friends and those so special to us here,
on this wonderful day of gladness and good fortune, I ______ take
you _______ as my wife/husband, in friendship and in love,
in strength and weakness, to share the good times and misfortune, in
achievement and failure, to celebrate life with you forevermore (40)

I love you.
You are my best friend.
Today I give myself to you in marriage.
I promise to encourage and inspire you, to laugh with you, and to comfort you in times of
sorrow and struggle.
I promise to love you in good times and in bad, when life seems easy and when it seems
hard, when our love is simple, and when it is an effort.
I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in highest regard.
These things I give to you today, and all the days of our life. (41)

As we stand beside the ocean tide, may our love always be as
constant and unchanging as these never-ending waves that pour
beneath our feet, flowing endlessly from the depths of the sea;
your love came softly upon my heart,
just as the foam comes softly upon the sand, and just as
there will never be a morning without the ocean's flow,
so there will never be a day without my love for you.
I pledge myself to you this day. Our love will be as unchanging
and dependable as the tide; as these waters nourish the earth
and sustain life, may my constant devotion nourish and sustain you
until the end of time. (42)
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I promise to give you the best of myself
and to ask of you no more than you can give.
I promise to respect you as your own person
and to realize that your interests, desires and needs
are no less important than my own.
I promise to share with you my time and my
attention and to bring joy, strength and imagination
to our relationship.
I promise to keep myself open to you,
to let you see through the window of my world
into my innermost fears and feelings,
secrets and dreams.
I promise to grow along with you,
to be willing to face changes in order to keep our
relationship alive and exciting.
I promise to love you in good times and bad,
with all I have to give and all I feel inside
in the only way I know how,
completely and forever. (43)

I take you as my partner, my friend and my love.
My hopes and dreams will now be intermingled
with yours. I will seek to balance my needs with
those of our community and family.
I will openly draw from our combined experience
and feelings in our search for truth and meaning.
I will strive for harmony through compromise
and understanding.
I will be forgiving, but not complacent.
From this day forward, I take shared responsibility
for our marriage, family, community and myself,
regardless of our successes or failures.
I promise to be faithful and true to you in mind,
body, and spirit; to cherish you and respect you;
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and to be a source of comfort and encouragement,
free and bound by our love, as long as we shall live. (44)

I love you. You are my best friend.
Today I give myself to you in marriage.
I promise to encourage and inspire you, to laugh with you,
and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle.
I promise to love you in good times and in bad,
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,
when our love is simple, and when it is an effort.
I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in highest regard
These things I give to you today, and all the days of our life. (45)

Today I will marry my friend,
the one I will live with, dream with and love.
I take you to be my husband/wife.
From this day forward I will cherish you,
I will look with joy down the path of our tomorrows
knowing we will walk it together side by side, hand in hand and
heart to heart. (46)

I take you to be my partner.
To have and to hold from this day forward.
I give to you my unending love and devotion.
I promise to be true to you, to cherish you, and to share my thoughts,
hopes and dreams with you. I look forward to spending the rest of my life with you, my
best friend. I will love you forever. (47)

I promise to be there when you need me,
to fill your days with sunshine, to comfort you and encourage you,
to help you reach your goals, to be your best friend
ever and to love you all my life with all my heart. (48)
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I bring myself to you this day to share my life with you; you can trust
my love, for it's real. I promise to be a faithful mate and to unfailingly
share and support your hopes, dreams and goals. I vow to be there for
you always; when you fall, I will catch you; when you cry, I will comfort you; when you
laugh, I will share your joy.
Everything I am and everything I have is yours,
from this moment forth and for eternity. (49)

I acknowledge my love for you and invite you to share my life as I hope to share yours. I
promise to walk by your side, to love, help and
encourage you. I vow to take time to share with you, to listen and to
care. I will share your laughter and your tears as your partner, lover and friend. I promise
always to respect you and honor you as an individual
and to be conscious of your needs. I shall seek through kindness and
compassion to achieve with you the life we have planned together. (50)

I hereby pledge myself to be faithful.
I give myself wholly to you this hour and I promise to guard, cherish
and protect you all the days of my life. (51)

From this day forward I promise you these things.
I will laugh with you in times of joy and comfort you in times of sorrow.
I will share in your dreams, and support you as you strive to achieve your goals.
I will listen to you with compassion and understanding,
and speak to you with encouragement.
I will help you when you need it, and step aside when you don't.
I will remain faithful to you for better or worse, in times of sickness and health.
You are my best friend and I will love and respect you always. (52)

I, _____, take you, ______, to be my wedded husband/wife.
With deepest joy I receive you into my life that together
we may be one. I promise you my love, my fullest devotion,
my most tender care.
I pledge to you my life as a loving and faithful husband/wife. (53)

I, _____, ask you, _____, to be my husband/wife as my friend and my love.
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On this day I affirm the relationship we have enjoyed, looking to the future to deepen and
strengthen it.
I will be yours in plenty and in want, in sickness and in health, in failure and in triumph.
Together we will dream, will stumble but restore each other, we will share all things,
serving each other and our fellow humanity.
I will cherish and respect you, comfort and encourage you, be open with you,
and stay with you as long as we shall live, freed and bound by our Love. (54)

I promise to be a patient, always honest and compassionate.
I will be your best friend, your sweetheart, your helpmate throughout life, always putting
you first above my own needs.
I promise to live a life that will honor the vows we have spoken and
make you glad to have married me this day. (55)

It is the greatest desire of my heart to be faithful to you and to love you always, seeking
to meet your every need, desiring to help in every way, listening to you, encouraging you,
comforting you and standing by your side in whatever circumstances may face us in the
years ahead. I will respect you, honor you and strive for harmony in our marriage with a
quiet and gentle spirit (56)

I stand before you because you have won my heart through your graciousness.
You are my life partner, the one I pledge my life and love to.
From this day forward, I promise to love, respect, and honor you.
I will listen to you, and be open and honest with you.
I will be your trusted partner and stand by you through good times and bad. I promise
this now and for all the days of my life. (57)

All that I am and all that I have, I offer to you in love and in joy.
From this day forward I will love and comfort you, hold you close,
prize you above all others, and remain faithful to you all the days of our lives.(58)

I promise to give you the best of myself and to ask of you no more than you can give.
I promise to accept you the way you are.
I fell in love with you for the qualities, abilities, and outlook on life that you have, and
won't try to reshape you in a different image.
I promise to respect you as a person with your own interests, desires, and needs, and to
realize that those are sometimes different, but no less important than my own.
I promise to keep myself open to you, to let you see through the window of my personal
world into my innermost fears and feelings, secrets and dreams.
I promise to grow along with you, to be willing to face change as we both change in order
to keep our relationship alive and exciting.
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And finally, I promise to love you in good times and in bad, with all I have to give and all
I feel inside in the only way I know how... completely and forever. (59)

You are my best friend for life.
I pledge to honor, encourage, and support you through our walk together.
When our way becomes difficult, I promise to stand by you and uplift you,
so that through our union we can accomplish more than we could alone.
I promise to work at our love and always make you a priority in my life. With every beat
of my heart, I will love you. This is my solemn vow. (60)

I, ____, take you, ____ to be my partner in marriage and in life.
I will love and honor you and take your side, walk with you
through life wherever it may lead, whatever may come.
I promise to be faithful and true from this day forward. (61)
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Writing Your Own Vows
How to create vows that speak from the heart by Karissa D'Ambrosio
You and your fiancé become partners for life with the heartfelt words you speak at your
ceremony, making promises that mean the world to you. To give your vows that special
personal touch, follow our guidelines.
Kick it off with tradition
Ask your Officiant for a look at the vows that would ordinarily be used at your particular
church, synagogue or other ceremony venue, so you can use them as a jumping-off point
for your own words of love and commitment.
Be sure to ask the Officiant if you will need to include any particular words or terms in
order to make your ”I dos” valid in the eyes of your faith or the law.
Celebrate your history
First, discuss with your fiancé the things that make your relationship special. Did you
meet in some unusual way? What were some of the things you discovered you had in
common? Think about the milestones in your relationship. When was the first time you
exchanged ”I love you”? What are a few of the experiences you’ve shared? A look at the
past can get you thinking about what you want to promise each other for the future.
Look ahead
This is a great opportunity to discuss with your fiancé the kinds of things that are
important about marriage to both of you. What do each of you consider the most
meaningful aspect of the marriage? What do you want for your future together? What do
you especially value about one another? Now it should start becoming more clear to you
what you want to promise each other at the altar.
Let loose
You might want to begin by writing your vows in the form of a letter that only your
fiancé will see. Thinking about a room full of friends and family members listening to
every word can cause writer’s block, but in your private letter you’re free to pour your
heart out. Then go back and pick out the parts you want to share with the crowd. You can
give your honey the unedited version on your wedding night.
Get coordinated
Not every couple likes to share their vows with each other as they write them—some
choose to keep them a secret from each other. If you do decide to surprise each other at
the altar, just be sure you don’t end up promising different things. Simply compose at
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least one line with your fiancé that includes the important promises you want to make—
then be sure to weave them into whatever else you plan to say.
Borrow from the classics
Help is at hand if you get stuck along the way. There’s always Shakespeare—or even
Springsteen. Scour the works of your favorite poets, novelists, playwrights, children’s
book writers and songwriters for quotes to include in your vows. Or pick something pithy
from that romantic movie you both love.
Get quirky
Don’t be afraid to let your personality shine by making promises that may be slightly off
the beaten path. Brad Pitt vowed to always ”split the difference on the thermostat” with
his bride Jennifer Aniston. And Rebecca Romijn-Stamos, who is presumably quite inept
in the kitchen, promised to ”never cook” for her husband John Stamos.
Whisper sweet nothings
Perhaps you feel most comfortable reciting traditional, time-honored vows at the altar,
but still wish to find a way to add a more intimate message to one another. Do it
privately! Ask your Officiant to announce a moment when the two of you will whisper
those not-for-public-knowledge vows into each other’s ears at the ceremony.
Or promise each other that you’ll recite those more personal vows to each other in the
honeymoon suite later that night.

Words Of Our Own
So, you want to chuck tradition and write your very own words of love to one another?
Being able to boil down all the feelings you have, write them down, and say them on the
most nerve-racking day of your life takes some planning. Here are some tips to get you
started.
Talk to Each Other
Before you begin composing your flourishes of eternal devotion, sit down and have a
talk. Decide together how the vows will be arranged - do you want to say the same vow
to one another, or do you want them to be different? Also, decide on a length - usually, 4
or 5 sentences is plenty. Finally, be sure to cover word choices - do you both want to
include "I love you" or "You're my best friend" in the vow? Make sure this is clear before
you start, so you're on the same page and nobody's taken off guard at the altar.
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Not Kidding Around
Remember, your wedding vows probably represent the most serious commitment you'll
ever make, so avoid inside jokes or stabs at humor for your audience. Choose carefully
exactly what you want to say, and then simply say it.
How Do I Know What to Say?
Sometimes it can be difficult to say exactly how you feel for one another in just a handful
of words, so we suggest that first you write down everything you'd want to say if you
could. Here are some questions to ask yourself, to get your brain and your heartstrings
going.
 When did you meet, and where?
 What state of mind were you in before you met?
 When was the moment you realized you were in love? How did it feel?
 Think about when you got engaged. Where were you? Do you remember the song
that was playing, the meal you had, what you were wearing? What did it feel like?
 What are three things that inspire you about your loved one?
 What are the goals you are looking forward to together?
 What have you learned from your love? And they from you?
 What qualities do you believe will keep your marriage strong? Specifically how will
you accomplish that?
 Do you have novels, poems, or songs that make you think of your love? Write down
special lyrics, or the meaning behind them. Why do they move you so?
 Compare how you felt before you met to now. What's changed? In what ways do you
see the world through "new eyes"?
Boil It Down
Once you can name the things that are important to you about the other person, and how
you feel about committing to them, you can then begin to distill down the very basics of
how you feel, and what you want to promise. Once you've answered all those questions,
it becomes very clear where you want to head with your vows.
Practice Them - Together
I know, I know, you want it to be a "surprise". You don't want to give away your most
precious promises until the drama of the altar unfolds. But (and it's only a suggestion!),
you might want to hear each other's vows before the Big Day. You're going to be
nervous, first of all, and you don't want any unexpected element to throw you. Also,
you're going to be SO nervous, that I guarantee you (from experience) you won't
remember a word they say, anyway. Practice saying your vows behind closed doors
several times. You'll both cry with joy, you can work the kinks out in private, and you'll
feel much more confident once you're in the hot seat.
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Take a Deep Breath
Once you're at the altar, just before it's your turn to speak, stop everything, and take a
deep breath. Enjoy the adrenaline, for a moment or two, of making a huge decision. And,
be sure that when you begin to speak, you take your time and pronounce every word.
Your guests will be able to hear you better, and you may be able to avoid the "total blankout" brain-thing that happens during the ceremony.
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Vows For Blended Families
GROOM/BRIDE: I stand here today, pledging myself, my love, and my possessions to
you and also to (names of children). I commit my self to be a husband/wife to you and a
friend to your children. I respect your devotion to (names of children) and will never do
anything to come between you and them or be a source of derisiveness in our home.
(Spoken to the children): I want (names of children) to know that I love and respect your
mother/father and will always do so. I hope and desire to be an influence on your lives
by listening to you, respecting your uniqueness and individuality, by teaching and
suggesting and coaching, and by modeling. I pledge to you my goal to create a family
atmosphere that is healthy and a place where you can grow to your fullest potential.
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Vows For a Second Marriage

We take our vows today, we will be changed forever,
and I take them gladly, and without reservation.
I promise to honor you, believe in you, protect you and do
everything in my power to make your life happy and fulfilled.
This is my promise.
Take my hand as we go with joy into our new life together. (a)

Since I have found you, I have found a new life. The decision to
commit to share that life with you is one I make happily and with full
confidence in our love.
Secure in the knowledge that you will be
my constant friend,
my faithful partner in life,
and my one true love.
On this special day,
I give to you in the presence of God and all these
witnesses my pledge to stay by your side,
in sickness and in health,
in joy and in sorrow, as well as
through the good times and the bad.
I promise to love you without reservation,
comfort you in times of distress,
encourage you to achieve all of your goals,
laugh with you and cry with you,
grow with you in mind and spirit,
always be open and honest with you,
and cherish you for as long as we both shall live.
Because I love and cherish you. (b)

I am proud to marry you this day.
I promise to wipe away your tears with my laughter,
and your pain with my caring and my compassion.
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We will wipe out the old canvases of our lives and let God,
with His amazing artistic talent, fill them with new color, harmony and beauty.
I give myself to you completely, and I promise to love you always,
from this day forth. (c)

Because of you, I laugh, I smile, I dare to dream again.
I look forward with great joy to spending the rest of my
life with you, caring for you, nurturing you, being there for you in all life has for us, and I
vow to be true and faithful for as long
as we both shall live. (d)

Today, as I give myself to you my mind is clear and my commitment
is strong and without reservation. I take you to be my life's partner.
I will never leave you nor forsake you;
I will spend all my days at your side.
We will share a lifetime of eternal, immeasurable love. (e)

I commit myself to years of growth and sharing as
I encourage you to move in new direction.
I will strive to achieve my potential as God's creature
and will celebrate your progress toward the same goal.
I give myself as I am and as I will be, and I do it for all of life. (f)

Respecting each other, we commit to live our lives
together for all the days to come.
I ask you to share this world with me, for good and ill.
Be my partner, and I will be yours. (f)
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Ring Exchanges

_______________, I give you this ring as a sign of our covenant in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (a)

This ring I give you, as a sign of our constant faith and abiding love, in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (b)

I give you this ring as the token and pledge of the covenant now made between us. (c)

__________________, I give you this ring as a symbol of our covenant in Christ. (d)

Two flames, one light.
______________, I offer you this ring as a sign of life,
and myself as your (husband/wife).
Let us walk together always,
and let us always walk towards the light. (e)

To marry the person you have set your heart upon
is a joy unparalleled in human life.
____________, take this ring as a sign of my faith
and my commitment to our love,
and share this joy with me today. (f)
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Love has given us wings, and our journey begins today,
_____________, wherever the wind may carry me,
I will stay by your side as your (husband/wife),
Take this ring as a sign of my love. (g)

Just as this circle is without end, my love for you is eternal,
Just as it is made of indestructible substance,
My commitment to you will never fail
With this ring I take you to be my trusted soulmate and partner for life. (h)
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Meaning of the Wedding Ring
The ring is a symbol of unity into which your two lives are now joined in an unbroken
circle, in which, wherever you go, you return to one another. (a)

These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no
beginning and no end. May you find in one another the love for which all men and
women yearn. May you grow in understanding and compassion. These rings mark the
beginning of a long journey together. Wear them proudly, for they are symbols which
speak of the love that you have for each other. (b)

The symbolic exchange of rings represents a token of the couples trust and love for one
another. The rings are made from precious metal representing the value and importance
we place on this commitment and promise. They are made of an unending circle
representing the continuity of undying love and the unending quality of love. (c)

These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no
beginning and no end, no giver and no receiver for each is the giver and each is the
receiver. May your rings be a constant reminder of this moment when you have pledged
your unending love to one another. (d)

For thousands of years lovers have exchanged rings as a token of their vows. These
simple gold bands are not of great value in themselves, but are made precious by our
wearing of them. Your rings say that even in your uniqueness you have chosen to be
bound together. Let these rings also be a sign that love has substance as well as soul, a
present as well as a past, and that, despite its occasional sorrows, love is a circle of
happiness, wonder, and delight. (e)
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Wedding rings have long been a symbol of love – The gold of the ring symbolizes the
permanence of the unending circle. ------ & -------, these rings are a symbol of your love
for each other and of God’s love for the two of you. God has brought you together, and
now I ask God to bless in a special way the symbol of your covenant with each other –
your rings. May your lives and your family always be encircled by love. (f)

From the earliest times, the circle has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol of
committed love. An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commitment of love
that is also never ending. As often as either of you looks at this symbol, I hope that you
will be reminded of the commitment to love each other, which you have made today. (g)

Page 28 of 78
Copyright 2005 The Marriage Center, LLC

Affirmations
Affirmation of the Family
Who gives this woman to be married to this man?
Answer: I/We do (a)

Do you, (Mr. And Mrs. ________________) (or, ‘the parents of the bride and groom’),
give your blessing to this couple, and promise them, with God’s help, your continued
love and support, and to uphold them in their marriage?
Answer: We do (b)

Affirmation of the Guests

Will all of you witnessing these vows do everything in your power to uphold
______________ and ___________ in their marriage?
Answer: We will (c)
Please feel free to edit these affirmations to suit your ceremony
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Traditional Ceremony
Our definition of a traditional ceremony is one that follows a more formal structure and
includes elements of the Christian religion such as prayers, scripture readings and
blessings.
We have not included specific wording in this section because each ceremony is uniquely
designed by you, the Bride and Groom! No ceremony is exactly alike.
A typical outline of traditional ceremony is as follows:
1. Musical Prelude
2. Processional
3. Opening Words/ Prayer
4. Affirmation of Families/ Guests
5. Scripture Readings/ Music
6. Words of Encouragement
7. Vows
8. Blessing of the Rings
9. Rings
10. Declaration
11. Kiss
12. Prayer of Blessing/ Lord's Prayer
13. Closing Words/ Benediction
14. Signing the License /Music
15. Announcements
16. Presentation Of Couple
17. Musical Postlude
18. (Other elements may include: a unity candle; and/or the exchange of roses; and/or the
inclusion of children).
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Contemporary Ceremony
A contemporary ceremony involves the greatest amount of flexibility and involvement in
planning. It may or may not have as formal a structure as the traditional ceremony, and
may or may not include all the elements of the traditional ceremony.
Contemporary ceremonies may be spiritual, but not necessarily 'religious' from a
traditional perspective.
We have not included specific wording for this ceremony because each ceremony is
uniquely designed by you, the Bride and Groom.
A typical contemporary ceremony would be as follows:
1. Musical Prelude
2. Processional
3. Opening Words
4. Affirmation of Families/Guests
5. Romantic Reading/Music
6. Words of Encouragement
7. Vows
8. Rings
9. Declaration
10. Kiss
11. Readings/ Blessings
12. Closing Words
13. Signing the License
14. Presentation Of Couple
15. Musical Postlude
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Elopement Ceremony/Civil Ceremony
A Civil Wedding Ceremony requires only three components: an exchange of vows; the
'declaration' of being husband and wife by an Officiant; and signing the official marriage
license.
Our Civil Ceremony is as follows:
1. Opening words
2. Words Of Encouragement
3. Vows
4. Rings
5. Declaration/ Kiss
6. Signing the License
7. Presentation Of Couple
Our civil ceremonies are all pre-designed.
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The Rose Ceremony
We are familiar with two wedding traditions in which roses are used. In one, the
mothers are given roses as tokens of the bride and groom's love for family. This is often
kept a secret from the family until the roses are presented. In another, roses are
exchanged as the bride and groom's first gifts to one another as a married couple.
Short Rose Ceremony #1
___________ and __________, you will remember this day for the rest of your lives.
Those of us who are already married know that marriage, like life, brings with it many
joys and also many challenges. We also know that love, while beautiful, does not always
show its prettiest face. There are days when we may find it hard to express the depth of
our love for one another. It is my hope and prayer that the two of you will set aside a
special place in your home for roses, ancient symbols of love. When words fail you, or
when the challenges of life or marriage begin to weigh on you, go out and get a rose, and
put it in that special place in your home, so that the other will be reminded of this
moment, and of the love you feel for one another. As a token of that love, I would like to
ask you to make these roses your first gifts to one another as a married couple.
Short Rose Ceremony #2
A single red rose always meant "I love you".
Your gift to each other for your wedding today has been your wedding rings - which
shall always be an outward demonstration of your vows of love and respect; and a public
showing of your commitment to each other.
But for your first gift as husband and wife I want you now to give each other the gift of
a single rose. So please exchange your first gift as husband and wife; a gift of true and
abiding love within the devotion of marriage.
Remember, the single rose says the words: "I love you".
There may be times filled with happiness, sorrow, tears or laughter, whatever it may
be, remember love has given you wings; your journey begins today; ______ and
________, if there is anything you remember of this marriage ceremony, remember the
love that brought you here today, it is only love which can make your marriage a glorious
union, and it is by love that your marriage will endure.
Long Rose Ceremony
In the Rose Ceremony, the Bride and Groom give each other a Rose. Two roses are all
that is necessary. The Rose Ceremony is placed at the end of the ceremony just before
being pronounced husband and wife. It goes like this:
"A single red rose always means "I love you".
Page 33 of 78
Copyright 2005 The Marriage Center, LLC

Your gift to each other for your wedding today has been your wedding rings - which
shall always be an outward demonstration of your vows of love and respect; and a public
showing of your commitment to each other. Now for your first gift as husband and wife I
want you now to give each other the rose you hold."
(Exchange Roses)
"_________ and _____________, I would ask that where ever you make your home in
the future - whether it be a large and elegant home - or a small and graceful one - that you
both pick one very special location in your home for roses; so that on each anniversary of
this truly wonderful occasion of your marriage, you both may take a rose to that special
spot in your home, both as a recommitment to your marriage - and a recommitment that
THIS will be a marriage based upon love."
"And try to remember this: In every marriage there are times where it is difficult to
find the right words. It might be difficult some time to say "I am sorry" or "I forgive
you"; "I need you" or "I am hurting". If this should happen, if you simply can not find
these words to express what you really feel, Go to that spot that you both have selected
and there leave a rose. That rose placed in that special location can say what matters most
of all. The rose you place there will say the words: "I still love you." The other should
accept this rose for the words which can not be found, and remember the love and hope
that you both share today."
__________ and ________, if there is anything you remember of this marriage
ceremony, remember this, it was love that brought you here today, it is only love which
can make it a glorious union, and it is by love which your marriage shall endure.
Adding a part for children.
If a couple is adding the "Rose Ceremony", often they will have a rose for each of the
children. After exchanging roses, the couple will then give each child a rose, a hug, and
whisper, "I love you." "Not only are_____________ and________ creating a marriage
today, but they also are forming a family with (child/children's name(s)). Just as it is
appropriate for________ and________ to declare their love for each other in the gift of a
rose, they also wish to show you (to the children) how much they love you with the gift
of a rose."
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Renewal Of Vows Ceremony
This ceremony usually has the same elements as the traditional or contemporary
ceremonies. The main difference is what is said during the exchange of vows and
declaration. Here are some sample vows:
The word renaissance means rebirth;
today we celebrate the rebirth of our commitment
before this honored gathering.
_________________, with full confidence in the solid anchor of our love,
I take you once again as my (husband/wife). (a)
Once before I have stood with you before family and friends;
once again I take your hand as my partner.
________________, I take you this day and for all days as my (husband/wife) (b)
I believe in this marriage more strongly than ever.
______________, it is with joy born of experience and trust
that I commit myself once again to be your (husband/wife) (c)
Perhaps the only thing truer than one's first love
is to recommit to that love before family and friends.
______________, you were and are my love for life;
I take you from this day forward as my (husband/wife) (d)
I,______________, give to you,____________________, a new promise and yet not so
new; a new (husband/wife), and yet not so new;
and a new affirmation of love from the heart that has loved you for (x) years and will love
you for as many more as God allots to it. (e)
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Unity Candle
The unity candle is a common element added to many wedding ceremonies. It involves
three separate candles, the middle one being the 'unity candle'.
Typically, the candles are placed at the front on a table or altar. The two side candles are
lit before the beginning of the ceremony by representatives of each family (often the
mothers of the bride and groom). After the declaration and signing of the license the
bride and groom each take one of the side candles and together light the middle unity
candle. This symbolizes their separate lives and families now being joined together.
The unity candle symbolizes the very essence of the wedding ceremony. Two taper
candles, representing the couple as individuals, are used to light a single center candle as
a visible symbol of their commitment to each other. There are many variations on the
ceremony and the individual details are completely up to you. Here are some ideas to
help you as you plan your ceremony.
Preparing for Your Ceremony
Before the ceremony begins, place the unity candle on a small table near the altar. If you
have an on-site coordinator who may have specific instructions, be sure to check in
advance. To prepare for the ceremony, it is a good idea to light the wicks for a moment.
(We know you won't be nervous or anything...but just in case, your candles will light
much more easily.) Oh, and who's got the matches?
There are several popular options for lighting you taper candles. You can have your
parents come forward to light the side tapers as a symbol of your two families coming
together as one. At this point, some couples choose to present their mothers with a rose.
If you wish, the minister or best man and the maid of honor can light the tapers. Or, you
may light the tapers yourselves from a candle on the altar.
To Extinguish or Not to Extinguish
When it comes to your unity candle ceremony, that is often the question! While some
folks feel that you should extinguish the candles to symbolize your commitment to one
another, others argue that to emphasize your individuality within your union, you must
leave the tapers lit. Whether or not you extinguish the taper candles is a personal decision
and, like many aspects of your wedding planning, is entirely up to you.
If you choose to extinguish your tapers, try this reading:
As [Name] and [Name] together light the center candle, they will extinguish their own
candles, thus letting the center candle symbolize the union of their lives. As this one light
cannot be divided, neither will their lives be divided.
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If you'd prefer to leave your tapers lit, try this one...
[Name] and [Name] come into their marriage relationship as individuals and they do not
lose their identity, rather they use their individuality to create and strengthen the
relationship of marriage. Therefore, the three candles remain lighted, one for each of
them and one for their marriage, as symbols of their commitment to each other and to a
lasting and loving marriage.
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Sample Unity Candle Ceremonies
Ceremony 1
This candle you are about to light is a candle of Marriage. It's fire is magical because it
represents the light of two people in love.
This candle before you is a candle of Commitment because it takes two people working
together to keep it aflame.
This candle is also a candle of Unity because both must come together, giving a spark of
themselves, to create the new light.
As you light this candle today, may the brightness of the flame shine throughout your
lives. May it give you courage and reassurance in darkness. Warmth and safety in the
cold. And strength and joy in your bodies, minds, and spirits.
May your union be forever blessed.
Ceremony 2
From every human being there rises a light that reaches straight to heaven. And when two
souls who are destined to be together find each other, their streams of light flow together,
and a single, brighter light goes forth from their united being. In this spirit, bride and
groom, take your individual candles and light together a third candle which signifies your
marital bond.
May the light of love, and the light of understanding, and the light of respect, and the
light of tolerance shine eternally for you both.
Ceremony 3
Now, we're going to engage in a ceremony of spiritual symbolism. Ancient sages tell us
that for each of us, there is a candle, a symbol of our own inner light, but that no one can
kindle his or her own candle. Each of us needs someone else to kindle it for us.
When two people fall in love, they kindle each other's candles, creating great light and
joy and glorious expectations.
Now, (Bride) and (Groom), I'd like you to remember when it was in your relationship that
you first realized you were truly in love and wanted to spend the rest of your lives
together. And holding that thought...
(Groom), (pick up candle), take this candle, symbol of the inner light in (Bride), lit by the
eternal light, with the dedication to rekindle it again and again, whenever necessary. And
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(Bride), (pick up candle), take this candle, symbol of the inner light in (Groom), lit by the
eternal light, with the dedication to rekindle it again and again, whenever necessary.
With these candles, we can see how to achieve a beautiful marriage. In your marriage,
you will try to bring these lights, the symbols of yourselves, closer and closer to each
other, until they become (join the flames) one great torch of light a radiant symbol of
love, joy, peace and harmony. (hold flames together) This is the mystery of the union two
becoming one.
Yet, it is vitally important to remember that there are always really two (divide the
flames) in a marriage, each with his or her own desires, yearnings, dreams and wishes.
And these must be respected and responded to with great love, with great compassion and
with genuine tenderness.
We know that it is the prayer of your beloved, as it is the prayer of each of us here, that
you will continuously light these candles of love, so that there will always be light and
joy, peace and harmony in your hearts and in your home.
Ceremony 4
Today bride and groom come here from two different families. Out of these two families,
a new family will be created in the Lord. At this time, I would invite the parents of
________and__________ to come forward and light the individual candles which
represent the two separate families. The two individual flames, one representing each
family, will demonstrate to us in a very beautiful way the symbol of two who become
one. From now on they will grow together as unique persons becoming a light to the
world.
Ceremony 5
"The scripture tells us that life is like a flame,
It has its own warmth, and its own brilliance,
But it's in the union of Two, that something brighter, warmer, more wonderful takes
place.
You have chosen the Unity Candle as a symbol of your love and life to come, and the
lighting of the Unity Candle signifies that you are now TWO in ONE flesh.
(The Bride and Groom goes to the Unity Candle which the Mothers lit before they were
seated at start of the ceremony.)
"I ask you now, will you light your Unity
Candle, from the Mother's Candles previously lit,
which symbolized the fate and life they have shared with their children."
(After the bride and groom put the flame of the two mothers' candles previously lit and
light their Unity Candle, they blow out the flame of the mothers' candles, and put them
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back in the holder. Then, I ask the bride and groom to join hands by the Unity Candle,
look at each other, and repeat after me.)
"Entreat me not to leave you, or to return from following you:
Where you go I will go;
Where you lodge I will lodge;
Your people will be my people, and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16).
There can be and are variations in the Unity Candle Celebration, but the above is the one
I use which has become most popular one chosen by the bride and groom.
Ceremony 6
Today, [Name] and [Name] make a loving commitment to follow the greatest
Commandment of all: "Love one another, as I have loved you." They do this in hopes that
their union will become a symbol of God's promise to merge two lives into one.
The two distinct flames represent your lives to this moment; individual and unique. As
you light the center candle together, the entwined rings symbolize your two lives joined
in dependence and growing maturity. Your plans will be mutual, your joys and sorrows
will be shared alike. The cross is a reminder of your faith in the Lord who who enriches
your marriage in every way.
Extinguish the two, and you are forever united in God's love.
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Children and Your Unity Candle Ceremony
If you're tying the knot for the second time around, especially if your children are
involved, there are several unique ways to still celebrate the beauty of the Unity Candle
Ceremony.
Include your children in the meaningful lighting of the Unity Candle. The eternal symbol
of two flames becoming one not only means two hearts becoming one, but an entire
family uniting as one force. Here are some ideas for you and your children's' Unity
Candle Ceremony.
Have Your Kids Light the Candles
During the processional, or just right before the ceremony, have both of your children
light the individual tapers - mom's kids light mom's candle, and the same for dad. If only
one of you have children, you might consider having the child light the parent's candle
while the other's mother lights their individual candle. This is a great way to include your
children in the ceremony, as well as make them feel a part of their new family.
Have Your Kids Join You In Lighting the Unity Candle
If you have your parents light your individual tapers before the ceremony begins, or
perhaps if you, the bride and groom, light them yourselves, also have your kids light an
individual taper for themselves as well. When it's time to light the the Unity Candle, each
member of your new family takes their own taper candle and contributes to the single
flame. This is a beautiful, emotional way to bring your family together in a ceremonial
bond.
Create Your Own Unique Ceremony
Reverend Ann Palmer of Palm Springs, CA, describes an unusual rendition of the Unity
Candle Ceremony: "I would like to tell you about one surprising Unity Candle service I
did. The bride had 2 daughters and the Groom had 2 sons. They wanted to have the
children feel a part of their union. I suggested that we include them in the Unity Candle
service. After we had gone through most of the candle service including their individual
vows to each other they had written, they lit the Unity candle. After that, I had the Groom
light the Bride's daughters' candles and the Bride light the Groom's sons candles. In
unison they read a statement to the children, then all six joined their individual candles to
the one Unity candle. Of course we hadn't practiced and we were all surpassed to see the
flame flare up. The audience all swooned "ahhhh" - it was a surprising moment but
beautiful. That was the most unusual Unity Candle service I have done to date."
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More Second Wedding Unity Candle Ideas
·
Make your children feel they're already a part of a new family. Choose a Unity
Candle specially printed with your names, your wedding date, and also your children's
names right on the candle.
·
Give your children a symbol of your new family that they can always keep. New
Beginnings Medallions come with a special poem for little ones, and the silver medallion
can be engraved on the back.
·
Make your daughters feel extra special as they enter a new family. A necklace with
a new beginnings charm, accompanied by a sweet poem, is something she can wear as a
reminder of the beautiful wedding.
Including all of your new family in the lighting of your unity candle makes it a unique,
personal ceremony that everyone will remember for years to come
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Memorial Unity Candle Ceremony
Include loved ones in memorial with your Unity Candle Ceremony - parents,
grandparents, or children.
If you would like to include a special moment in lighting a candle for a lost loved one,
you can do so during the Unity Candle Ceremony.
Light a Memorial Candle.
If you want to include grandparents or parents that you have lost before you light your
Unity Candle, you may want to think about adding this to your ceremony: provide a
second table at the altar or near the front of the church. On it, place a Memorial Candle in
tribute to your loved ones. Ask your Officiant to include them at the beginning of the
candle-lighting ceremony. For example, "Before (Bride) and (Groom) light a candle to
symbolize their union, they will light a candle in honor of (Loved One), whom they
dearly miss, and who they know is present with them here today." Then, light the
Memorial Candle, ask the Officiant to say a prayer, then move to the altar to light your
Unity Candle. Another way to honor loved ones is to light a Memorial Candle, then place
a rose in front of the candle in memoriam.
Light Taper Candles In Memoriam.
It is traditional to have one or both parents light the individual tapers for their children
before the bride and groom light the Unity Candle. If one or both of your parents is
deceased, there are several ways to honor them. First, you the bride or groom can light
the taper yourself and ask the Officiant to acknowledge the act before you light the Unity
Candle. You may also think of using candelabras, and having sisters, brothers, or other
family members light a candle for each relative that is no longer with you.
More Memorial Ideas...
Have a special moment in the ceremony when all your family members can come
forward and light candles in memorial of loved ones.
As a beautiful reminder and also a keepsake of your wedding, have a Memorial
Candle printed with your loved one's name on it.
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Sand Ceremony
If for whatever reason you choose not to use a Unity Candle during your ceremony, the
sand ceremony can be a beautiful and meaningful addition to your vows. Simply find
three containers, one for you and your fiancé to pour the sand into, two for each of you to
pour the sand from. You can find colored or plain sand at most craft stores. After the
Officiant reads the text below (or any text you choose) pour the two containers of sand
into the third container simultaneously. You may wish to leave a small amount of sand in
each container to symbolize that although you are now joined as one, you each remain
individuals.
_______ and _______, you have just sealed your relationship by the giving and receiving
of rings and the exchange of a kiss, and this covenant is a relationship pledge between
two people who agree that they will commit themselves to one another throughout their
lives. The most beautiful example of this partnership is the marriage relationship. You
have committed here today to share the rest of your lives with each other. Today, this
relationship is symbolized through the pouring of these two individual containers of sand
one, representing you, _______ and all that you were, all that you are, and all that you
will ever be, and the other representing you, _______, and all that you were and all that
you are, and all that you will ever be. As these two containers of sand are poured into the
third container, the individual containers of sand will no longer exist, but will be joined
together as one. Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into
the individual containers, so will your marriage be.
Example:
“Love is the eternal force of life.
Love is the force that allows us to face fear and uncertainty with courage.
But although you will be sharing one life, never forget you are two separate people.
Cherish and affirm your differences.
Love each other.
Keep your commitment primary.
Together you will laugh and cry, be sick and well, be happy and angry, share and grow.
Grow sometimes together, sometimes separately.”
“To symbolize the importance of the individuals within the marriage and the joining of
two lives into one entity, three colors of sand will now be layered into a vase.”
(Give Bride clear jar of pink sand, then Groom a clear jar of blue sand. The Officiant
has one small clear jar filled with a neutral color sand and a large empty jar).
“We begin with a layer of neutral sand which symbolizes that the marriage is grounded.”
(Officiant pours a little of the neutral sand into the jar)
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“Then we layer the individual colors. This symbolizes that the marriage is based on the
strength of the individuals.”
(Groom pours a little of the blue sand in first, followed by a little more of the neutral sand
from the Officiant. Bride then adds a little pink sand, followed by some additional
neutral sand from the Officiant).
“And now we combine the colors, which symbolizes two lives joined as one together
forever.”
(Groom and Bride simultaneously pour their remaining sand into the large jar until their
jars are empty. The Officiant caps off the sand with the last of the neutral sand. The
Officiant then holds the large jar up as if presenting to the wedding audience and places
the jar to the side).
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Hawaiian Style Sand Ceremony
The Hawaiian Style Sand Ceremony adds a Hawaii twist to the traditional unity candle
tradition. Like a unity candle the sand is used to symbolize the joining of the bride and
groom or the joining of their families. The sand unity ceremony uses two small vials of
sand and small bowl to combine the sand. Each of the two vials of sand symbolizes the
separate lives of the bride and groom and their families. If the wedding is being held on a
beach the sand would be collected at the time of the ceremony and taken from below the
bride and grooms feet (make sure it is dry though). The combined sand makes a
wonderful wedding keepsake for the bride and groom and a constant reminder of their
Aloha for one another. Craft stores are the best source for natural and colored sand as
well as small glass bottles. Another good resource for small bottles is Pier 1 Imports or
Ikea. Below are a few examples of what the wedding Officiant can use for the sand unity
ceremony:
Non-Denominational Unity Ceremony for Bride & Groom
Today, [Bride's Name] and [Groom's Name], you are making a commitment of your
eternal aloha for one another. As you each hold your sand the separate containers of sand
represent your lives to this moment; individual and unique. As you now combine your
sand together, your lives also join together as one.
Non-Denominational Unity Ceremony for the Parents to Join Their Families
[Bride's Name] and [Groom's Name] you come here today from two different families.
From these two families a new family will be created today. At this time, I would invite
the parents of [Bride's Name] and [Groom's Name] to come forward. These two vials of
sand represent each family. Now the parents will take their sand and simultaneously pour
the sand into the unity bowl symbolizing the uniting of the two families into one.
A sand ceremony we did this summer included two children (blended family). Four
colors of sand were used, one for each family member.
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Wine Ceremony
Red wine and white wine in a small carafe is placed next to an empty carafe with a
wineglass on a small table near the couple. The center carafe, called the Marriage Carafe
is sometimes a bit larger than the two outside "individual" carafes. Alternatively there
would be 2 carafes and one empty glass. If the ‘individual carafes’ are carried in the
Wedding Processional the Marriage Carafe or Wine Glass is already sitting on the table
and only the two individual filled carafes are carried forth.
When the Wine Ceremony is done – music can be played or there can be no music at all.
The Wine Ceremony can be divided into two parts. The presenting of the two individual
carafes filled with red and white wine to be placed on the table near the larger empty
carafe during the processional. Then part two the pouring of the two separate wines into
the empty carafe and drinking the combined wine by the wedding couple. Part two
follows the exchange of vows. The ceremony can be one part with the wine already
sitting on the table and the couple just combining the wines before drinking them.
Part One can take place during the Wedding Processional with one of the attendants on
both sides carrying the red or white carafe and placing it on the table. Or a bit earlier the
parents of the couples come forward with a bottle of wine and fill the smaller carafes
already on the table just before they are seated and then the wedding processional starts.
Ceremony:
After the vows the Officiant announces “ We Now Shall Perform the Wine Ceremony”
The couple goes to the table and each takes the individual carafe and pours some wine
into the larger carafe. The groom then takes the larger filled carafe with the combined
wine and pours some in a glass for the bride. The bride then takes the Larger Carafe with
the combined wines and pours some into a glass for the Groom. He may now toast his
bride with, “ Now Our Lives Are One” and drinks from the glass she responds the same.
They place the wineglass back and face back to the Officiant. Who states.
‘This Ceremony represents the two individual lives are now combined like the two wines
into one single life. The drinking of the combined wine signifies the commitment you
now make to live your lives as one family. May you remember this day of commitment
you have sealed with drinking of the new wine joining
your lives as one.”
He may also announce that immediately after the service others may drink the new wine
of their commitment to one life if they so desire. Or Rose wine served at the reception to
mark this ceremony.
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Hand Ceremony
Long Hand Ceremony
Bride ___________ , please face Groom____________ and hold his hands, palms up, so
that you may see the gift that they are to you.
These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, which
are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.
These are the hands that will work along yours, as together you build your future, as you
laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.
These are the hands that you will place with expectant joy against your stomach until he
too feels his child stir within you.
These are the hands that look so large and strong, yet will be so gentle as he holds your
baby for the first time.
These are the hands that will work long hours for you and your new family.
These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for
a lifetime of happiness.
These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes, tears of
sorrow and tears of joy.
These are the hands that will comfort you in illness and hold you when fear or grief
wrack your mind.
These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise
your face to look into his eyes, eyes that are completely filled with his overwhelming
love and desire for you.

Groom __________________, please hold Bride’s __________ hands, palms up, so
that you may see the gift that they are to you.
These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young, and carefree that are holding
yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days
of her life.
These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness
and hurt, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when its time to
let go.
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These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings
after you’ve both had a long hard day.
These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times.
These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times.
These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are
grieving.
These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years for
a lifetime of happiness.
These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope, each time she tells
you that you are to have another child, that together you have created a new life.
These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your
dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish can be realized.
Officiant:
God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one
another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of
disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their
wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your
grace, rich in caring and devoted in reaching for your perfection.
May -Bride- and -Groom- see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide. We
ask this in your name.
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Short Hand Ceremony
Bride _____________, please face Groom _______________ and hold his hands, palms
up, so that you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands that will
passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.
These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of
sorrow and tears of joy. These are the hands that will comfort you in illness and hold you
when fear or grief fills you. These are the hands that will give you support and celebrate
with you in your accomplishments.
Groom _____________, please hold Bride’s _____________ hands, palms up, so that
you may see the gift that they are to you.
These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. They
are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are
grieving. These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the
year, for a lifetime of happiness. These are the hands that will give you support as she
encourages you to fulfill your dreams. Together, as a team, everything you wish for can
be realized.
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Ceremony Etiquette
We have included answers to some common ceremony questions. Please understand that
not everything expressed here is the opinion and or practice of The Marriage Center LLC.
Also there is a lot of flexibility in ceremony protocol these days...do not be afraid to be
creative.
Which side of the church do I sit on?
Left side of the church is the bride's side
Right side of the church is the groom's side
* If the two sides look uneven it's perfectly acceptable for the ushers to escort guests to
the side that has less people.
* If it’s a Jewish wedding, switch sides...bride on the right, groom on the left
What is the correct order for the attendants in the processional?
There are many variations to the processional, here is one.
The groom and best man are already at the altar
Groomsmen first
Bridesmaids follow
Maid of honor
Flower girl and ring bearer
Bride walks with her father, other escort or by herself.
* If you have a big wedding party your groomsmen and bridesmaids can walk in pairs
Which side of the church does the bride walk up the aisle with her father?
Traditionally, the bride walks on her father’s left side. If the bride has a long train, you
might want to consider being on your father’s right side so that he doesn’t have to walk
around your train to take his seat.
What is the order of the recessional?
Bride & groom first
Flower girl & ring bearer next
Maid of honor & best man
Bridesmaids & ushers in couple pairs
* If you have an attendant without a partner they walk alone
What do I do with my veil at the ceremony?
Your maid of honor will help you put your veil over your face before you walk down the
aisle.After you father walks you down the aisle he will turn your veil up and give you a
kiss. Your maid of honor will fix the veil so that it's in place.

Page 51 of 78
Copyright 2005 The Marriage Center, LLC

What do I do with my engagement ring?
Before the ceremony put your engagement ring on your right hand. After the groom puts
your wedding band on, you can slip on your engagement ring. Your wedding band
should be worn first so that it's closer to your heart
I'm wearing gloves ... what do I do when we exchange rings?
You can buy gloves with a pre-sewn slit on the ring finger or you can slit the seam of the
glove yourself allowing easy access to your ring finger without having to remove your
glove.
When do I give my bouquet to my maid of honor?
After your father has kissed you and your maid of honor fixes your veil, you can hand her
your bouquet. Your maid of honor will bring your bouquet up to the altar with her when
your marriage certificate is being signed and will hand it over to you after you have
finished signing. Remember to place your bouquet with the heads of the flowers outwards
for the photographer.
I have children, can I wear a white dress?
Etiquette states that you shouldn't wear white but choose off white or have colored
accents sewn into your white dress. Etiquette also states that you shouldn’t wear a veil, a
tiara, floral head piece or hat.
If you want to stick to traditional etiquette, those are the rules. If you don't care about
rules then wear whatever you choose.
Who sits in reserved seats and how can I reserve seats/pews in the church?
Reserved seats are for immediate family and anyone else that is important to you. These
seats are up front...best seats in the house. Use bows, decorations or rope off the
seats/pews that are reserved. Let your ushers know who will be sitting in the reserved
sections.
* You can also in “Within the Ribbon” cards. These are little cards sent with the
invitation to your VIP guests that will be seated up front. These guests will bring this card
and show it to your ushers.
Who walks me down the aisle my father or my stepfather?
If you are very close to both men your father is the one who gets the privilege.
Emily Post says it’s a no-no to have both men walk with you but if they get along and
you want it that way…go for it. We won’t tell.
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Should I have a receiving line at the church?
If you are not having a reception, or a receiving line at your reception location, then yes.
Ask the church if they will allow you to have a receiving line on their property first. If
there is another wedding immediately following yours, the church may require you to
leave the premises.
In what order do people stand for the receiving line?
We will give you two examples of receiving line order:

#1
Bride's Parents
Groom's Parents
The Bride
The Groom
Maid of Honor
Best man
Bridesmaid
Groomsmen
Bridesmaid
Groomsmen, etc.

#2
Bride's Mother
Groom's Mother
The Bride
The Groom
Maid of Honor
Bridesmaids
Men can mingle *
* This same setup can be used for the receiving line at your reception
What happens if I forget what I'm supposed to do?
Not to worry, the Officiant will guide you through the ceremony. They will tell you
where to stand, what to say and what to do. Making mistakes and forgetting is a normal
occurrence at every wedding.
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Romantic Readings
 "A History of Love", by Diane Ackerman
 "Any Husband or Wife”, by Carole Haynes
 "Benediction of the Apaches"
 "Blessing For A Marriage", by James Dillet Freeman
 "Blessing of the Hands"
 "Desiderata", by Max Erhmann
 "Friendship", by Judy Bielicki
 "Hug O' War", by Shel Silverstein
 "I Am Love"
 "I Love You”, by Roy Croft
 "Looking For Your Face", by Rumi
 “Love Is Friendship Caught Fire”, by Laura Hendricks
 "Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love", by Edmund O’Neill
 "On Love", by Thomas a Kempis
 "On Love", by Kahlil Gibran
 "On Marriage", by Kahlil Gibran
 “Sonnet 17”, by Pablo Neruda
 "Sonnet 18", by William Shakespeare
 "Sonnet 116", by William Shakespeare
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 "Sonnet XLIII", by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
 “Sooner or Later”
 "The Art of a Good Marriage", by Wilferd Arlan Peterson
 "The Hungering Dark", by Frederick Buechner
 "The Hymn of the Universe", by Teilhard de Chardin
 "The Irrational Season", by Madeleine L'Engle
 "The Magic of Love", by Helen Steiner Rice
 "The Merchant of Venice", by William Shakespeare
 “Time In A Bottle", by Jim Croce
 "You Were Born Together", by Kahlil Gibran

"A History of Love", by Diane Ackerman
“Love. What a small word we use for an idea so immense and powerful. It has altered the
flow of history, calmed monsters, kindled works of art, cheered the forlorn, turned tough
guys to mush, consoled the enslaved, driven strong women mad, glorified the humble,
fuelled national scandals, bankrupted robber barons, and made mincemeat of kings. How
can love’s spaciousness be conveyed in the narrow confines of one syllable? Love is an
ancient delirium, a desire older than civilization, with taproots spreading into deep and
mysterious days. The heart is a living museum. In each of its galleries, no matter how
narrow or dimly lit, preserved forever like wondrous diatoms, are our moments of loving,
and being loved.”

Excerpt from “Any Husband or Wife”, by Carole Haynes
“Let us be guests in one another’s house, with a deferential “No” and courteous “Yes.”
Let us take care to hide our foolish moods behind a certain show of cheerfulness. Let us
avoid all sullen silences. We should find fresh and sprightly things to say. I must be
fearful lest you find me dull, and you must dread to bore me any way. Let us knock
gently at each other’s heart, glad of a chance to look within—and yet let us remember
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that to force one’s way is the unpardoned breach of etiquette. So we shall be host and
hostess, until all need for entertainment ends. We shall be lovers when the last door shuts.
But what is better still, we shall be friends.”

"Benediction of the Apaches"
"Now you will feel no rain,
For each of you will be shelter to the other.
Now you will feel no cold,
For each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now there is no more loneliness for you.
For each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two bodies,
But there is only one Life before you.
Go now to your dwelling place,
To enter into the days of your togetherness.
And may your days be good and long upon the earth"

Blessing For A Marriage", by James Dillet Freeman
“May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage should bring, and
may life grant you also patience, tolerance, and understanding. May you always need one
another -- not so much to fill your emptiness as to help you to know your fullness. A
mountain needs a valley to be complete. The valley does not make the mountain less, but
more. And the valley is more a valley because it has a mountain towering over it. So let it
be with you and you. May you need one another, but not out of weakness. May you want
one another, but not out of lack. May you entice one another, but not compel one another.
May you embrace one another, but not out encircle one another. May you succeed in allimportant ways with one another, and not fail in the little graces. May you look for things
to praise, often say, "I love you!" and take no notice of small faults. If you have quarrels
that push you apart, may both of you hope to have good sense enough to take the first
step back. May you enter into the mystery that is the awareness of one another's presence
-- no more physical than spiritual, warm and near when you are side by side, and warm
and near when you are in separate rooms or even distant cities. May you have happiness,
and may you find it making one another happy. May you have love, and may you find it
loving one another.”
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“Blessing of the Hands"
“These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you, that
are holding yours on your wedding day, as you promise to love each other today,
tomorrow, and forever. These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as together
you build your future. These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you
through the years, and with the slightest touch, will comfort you like no other. These are
the hands that will hold you when fear or grief fills your mind. These are the hands that
will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow, and tears of joy.
These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children. These are the hands that will
help you to hold your family as one. These are the hands that will give you strength when
you need it. And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still
be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.”

"Desiderata", by Max Erhmann (1927)
"Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there may be in
silence. As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons. Speak
your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull and the ignorant, they
too have their story. Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations to the spirit. If
you compare yourself with others, you may become vain or bitter; for always there will
be greater and lesser persons than yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well as your
plans. Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the
changing fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the world is full
of trickery. But let not this blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high
ideals, and everywhere life is full of heroism. Be yourself. Especially do not feign
affection. Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment
it is as perennial as the grass. Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully
surrendering the things of youth. Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden
misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are born of
fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are
a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.
And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.
Therefore, be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be. And whatever your
labors and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul. With all its
sham, drudgery and broken dreams; it is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful. Strive to be
happy."

"Friendship" , by Judy Bielicki
“It is often said that it is love that makes the world go round. However, without doubt, it
is friendship which keeps our spinning existence on an even keel. True friendship
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provides so many of the essentials for a happy life-it is the foundation on which to build
an enduring relationship, it is the mortar which bonds us together in harmony, and it is
the calm, warm protection we sometimes need when the world outside seems cold and
chaotic. True friendship holds a mirror to our foibles and failings, without destroying our
sense of worthiness. True friendship nurtures our hopes, supports us in our
disappointments, and encourages us to grow to our best potential. (Bride) and (Groom)
came together as friends. Today, they pledge to each other not only their love, but also
the strength, warmth and, most importantly, the fun of true friendship.”

“Hug O' War”, by Shel Silverstein
"I will not play at tug o' war. I'd rather play at hug o' war, where everyone hugs instead of
tugs, where everyone giggles, and rolls on the rug, where everyone kisses, and everyone
grins, and everyone cuddles, and everyone wins.”

“I Am Love"
“Some say I can fly on the wind, yet I haven’t any wings. Some have found me floating
on the open sea, yet I cannot swim. Some have felt my warmth on cold nights, yet I have
no flame. And though you cannot see me, I lay between two lovers at the hearth of
fireplaces. I am the twinkle in your child’s eyes. I am hidden in the lines of your mother's
face. I am your father's shield as he guards your home. And yet… Some say I am stronger
than steel, yet I am as fragile as a tear. Some have never searched for me, yet I am around
them always. Some say I die with loss, yet I am endless. And though you cannot hear me,
I dance on the laughter of children. I am woven into the whispers of passion. I am in the
blessings of Grandmothers. I embrace the cries of newborn babies. And yet… Some say I
am a flower, yet I am also the seed. Some have little faith in me, yet I will always believe
in them. Some say I cannot cure the ill, yet I nourish the soul. And though you cannot
touch me, I am the gentle hand of the kind. I am the fingertips that caress your cheek at
night. I am the hug of a child. I am love.”

“I Love You”, by Roy Croft
“I love you, not only for what you are, but for what I am when I am with you. I love you,
not only for what you have made of yourself, but for what you are making of me. I love
you, for the part of me that you bring out. I love you, for putting your hand into my
heaped-up heart, and passing over all the foolish, weak things that you can’t help dimly
seeing there, and for drawing out, into the light, all the beautiful belongings that no one
else had looked quite far enough to find. I love you, because you are helping me to make
of the lumber of my life, not a tavern, but a temple. Out of the works of my every day,
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not a reproach, but a song. I love you, because you have done more than any creed could
have done to make me good, and more than any fate could have done to make me happy.
You have done it without a touch, without a word, without a sign. You have done it by
being yourself. Perhaps that is what being a friend means, after all.”

“Looking For Your Face”, by Rumi
“From the beginning of my life I have been looking for your face, but today I have seen
it. Today I have seen the charm, the beauty, the unfathomable grace of the face that I was
looking for. Today I have found you, and those who laughed and scorned me yesterday
are sorry that they were not looking as I did. I am bewildered by the magnificence of your
beauty, and wish to see you with a hundred eyes. My heart has burned with passion and
has searched forever for this wondrous beauty that I now behold. I am ashamed to call
this love human, and afraid of God to call it divine. Your fragrant breath, like the
morning breeze, has come to the stillness of the garden. You have breathed new life into
me. I have become your sunshine, and also your shadow. My soul is screaming in
ecstasy. Every fibre of my being is in love with you. Your effulgence has lit a fire in my
heart, and you have made radiant for me the earth and sky. My arrow of love has arrived
at the target. I am in the house of mercy, and my heart is a place of prayer.”

“Love Is Friendship Caught Fire”, by Laura Hendricks
"Love is friendship caught fire; it is quiet, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving. It is
loyalty through good and bad times. It settles for less than perfection, and makes
allowances for human weaknesses. Love is content with the present, hopes for the future,
and does not brood over the past. It is the day-in and day-out chronicles of irritations,
problems, compromises, small disappointments, big victories, and working toward
common goals. If you have love in your life, it can make up for a great many things you
lack. If you do not have it, no matter what else there is, it is not enough."

"Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love", by Edmund O’Neill
“Marriage is a commitment to life, to the best that two people can find and bring out in
each other. It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other human relationship
can equal; a joining that is promised for a lifetime. Within the circle of its love, marriage
encompasses all of life’s most important relationships. A wife and a husband are each
other’s best friend, confidant, lover, teacher, listener, and critic. There may come times
when one partner is heartbroken or ailing, and the love of the other may resemble the
tender caring of a parent for a child. Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life.
Happiness is fuller; memories are fresher; commitment is stronger; even anger is felt
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more strongly, and passes away more quickly. Marriage understands and forgives the
mistakes life is unable to avoid. It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences,
and new ways of expressing love through the seasons of life. When two people pledge to
love and care for each other in marriage, they create a spirit unique to themselves, which
binds them closer than any spoken or written words. Marriage is a promise, a potential,
made in the hearts of two people who love, which takes a lifetime to fulfill.”

"On Love", by Thomas a Kempis
“Love is a mighty power, a great and complete good. Love alone lightens every burden,
and makes rough places smooth. It bears every hardship as though it were nothing, and
renders all bitterness sweet and acceptable. Nothing is sweeter than love, nothing
stronger, nothing higher, nothing wider, nothing more pleasant, nothing fuller or better in
heaven or earth; for love is born of God. Love flies, runs and leaps for joy. It is free and
unrestrained. Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all bounds. Love feels no
burden, takes no account of toil, attempts things beyond its strength. Love sees nothing as
impossible, for it feels able to achieve all things. It is strange and effective, while those
who lack love faint and fail. Love is not fickle and sentimental, nor is it intent on vanities.
Like a living flame and a burning torch, it surges upward and surely surmounts every
obstacle.”

"On Love" excerpts from "The Prophet", by Kahlil Gibran
"Then said the student Almitra, Speak to us of love. And he raised his head and looked
upon the people, and there fell a stillness upon them. And with a great voice he said:
When love beckons to you, follow him, though his ways are hard and steep. And when
his wings enfold you yield to him, though the sword hidden among his pinions may
wound you. And when he speaks to you believe in him, though his voice may shatter
your dreams as the north wind lays waste the garden. For even as love crowns you so
shall he crucify you. Even as he is for your growth so is he for your pruning. Even as he
ascends to your height and caresses your tenderest branches that quiver in the sun, so
shall he descend to your roots and shake them in their clinging to the earth."

"On Marriage" excerpts from "The Prophet", by Kahlil Gibran
"Then Almitra spoke again and said, and what of Marriage master? And he answered
saying: You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore. You shall be
together when the white wings of death scatter your days. Ay, you shall be together even
in the silent memory of God. But let there be spaces in your togetherness, and let the
winds of the heavens dance between you. Love one another, but make not a bond of love:
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let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Fill each other’s cup but
drink not from one cup. Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone."

“Sonnet 17”, by Pablo Neruda
“I don't love you as if you were the salt-rose, topaz or arrow of carnations that propagate
fire: I love you as certain dark things are loved, secretly, between the shadow and the
soul. I love you as the plant that doesn't bloom, and carries hidden within itself the light
of those flowers, and thanks to your love, darkly in my body lives the dense fragrance
that rises from the earth. I love you without knowing how, or when, or from where, I love
you simply, without problems or pride: I love you in this way because I know no other
way of loving but this, in which there is no I or you; so intimate that your hand upon my
chest is my hand, so intimate that when I fall asleep it is your eyes that close.”

"Sonnet 18", by William Shakespeare
"Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou are more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm’d;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d;
But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;
Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his shade
Which in eternal lines to time thou grow’st
So long as men can breathe and eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee."

"Sonnet 116", by William Shakespeare
"Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove.
Oh no, it is an ever-fixed mark,
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;
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It is the star to every wandering baroque
Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken
Love’s not time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle’s compass come.
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
If this be error and upon me prov’d,
I never writ, nor no man ever loved."

"Sonnet XLIII", from "Sonnets from the Portuguese", by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
"How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of every day's
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old grief's, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints, -- I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life! -- and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death."

“Sooner or Later”
“Sooner or later we begin to understand that love is more than verses on valentines, and
romance in the movies. We begin to know that love is here and now, real and true, the
most important thing in our lives. For love is the creator of our favorite memories, and
the foundation of our fondest dreams. Love is a promise that is always kept, a fortune that
can never be spent, a seed that can flourish in even the most unlikely of places. And this
radiance that never fades, this mysterious and magical joy, is the greatest treasure of all -one known only by those who love."

Excerpt from “The Art of a Good Marriage”, by Wilferd Arlan Peterson
"A good marriage must be created.
In marriage the "little" things are the big things.
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It is never being too old to hold hands.
It is remembering to say, ”I love you" at least once a day.
It is never going to sleep angry.
It is having a mutual sense of values, and common objectives.
It is standing together and facing the world.
It is forming a circle that gathers in the whole family.
It is speaking words of appreciation, and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.
It is not only marrying the right person -- it is being the right partner."

From "The Hungering Dark" , by Frederick Buechner
"Matrimony is called holy, because this brave and fateful promise of a man and a woman,
to love and honor and serve each other through thick and thin, looks beyond itself to
more fateful promises still, and speaks mightily of what human life at its most human and
most alive and most holy must always be. Every wedding is a dream, and every word that
is spoken there means more than it says, and every gesture - the clasping of hands, the
giving of rings - is rich with mystery. And so it [is that] we hope with every bride and
groom, that the love they bear one another, and the joy they take in one another, may help
them grow in love for this whole world where their final joy lies."

From "The Hymn of the Universe", by Teilhard de Chardin
"Only love can bring individual beings to their perfect completion, as individuals, by
uniting them one with another, because only love takes possession of them and unites
them by what lies deepest within them. This is simply a fact of our everyday experience.
For indeed at what moment do lovers come into the most complete possession of
themselves if not when they say that they are lost in one another? And is not love all the
time achieving - in couples, in teams, all around us - the magical and reputedly
contradictory feat of personalizing through totalizing? And why should not what is thus
daily achieved on a small scale be repeated one day on world-wide dimensions?
Humanity, the spirit of the earth, the synthesis of individuals and peoples, the paradoxical
conciliation of the element with the whole, of the one with the many: all these are
regarded as utopian fantasies, yet they are biologically necessary; and if we would see
them made flesh in the world what more need we do than imagine our power to love
growing and broadening, till it can embrace the totality of human beings and of the
earth?"
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From "The Irrational Season", by Madeleine L'Engle
"Ultimately there comes a time when a decision must be made. Ultimately two people
who love each other must ask themselves how much they hope for as their love grows
and deepens, and how much risk they are willing to take. It is indeed a fearful gamble.
Because it is the nature of love to create, a marriage itself is something which has to be
created. To marry is the biggest risk in human relations that a person can take. If we
commit ourselves to one person for life this is not, as many people think, a rejection of
freedom; rather it demands the courage to move into all the risks of freedom, and the risk
of love which is permanent; into that love which is not possession, but participation. It
takes a lifetime to learn another person. When love is not possession, but participation,
then it is part of that co-creation which is our human calling."

"The Magic of Love", by Helen Steiner Rice
“Love is like magic, and it always will be,
For love still remains life's sweet mystery.
Love works in ways that are wondrous and strange,
And there's nothing in life that love cannot change!
Love can transform the most commonplace
Into beauty and splendor and sweetness and grace.
Love is unselfish, understanding and kind,
For it sees with its heart, and not with its mind.
Love is the answer that everyone seeks;
Love is the language that every heart speaks.
Love can't be bought, it is priceless and free.
Love, like pure magic, is life's sweet mystery!!”

"The Merchant of Venice", Act 4, Scene 1 (spoken by Portia), by William Shakespeare
"The quality of mercy is not strain'd,
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
His scepter shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to awe and majesty,
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway;
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
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It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power doth then show likest God's
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, [Jew,]
Though justice be thy plea, consider this,
That, in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy;
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render
The deeds of mercy."

“Time In A Bottle", by Jim Croce
“If I could save time in a bottle, the first thing that I'd like to do, is to save every day ‘till
eternity passes away, just to spend them with you. If I could make days last forever; if
words could make wishes come true; I'd save every day like a treasure and then, again, I
would spend them with you. If I had a box just for wishes, and dreams that had never
come true; the box would be empty, except for the memory of how they were answered
by you. But there never seems to be enough time to do the things you want to do, once
you find them. I've looked around enough to know that you're the one I want to go
through time with.”

"You Were Born Together", by Kahlil Gibran
"You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore. You shall be together
when the white wings of death scatter your days. Aye, you shall be together even in the
silent memory of God. But let there be spades in your togetherness. And let the winds of
the heavens dance between you. Love one another but make not a bond of love. Let it
rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Fill each other’s cup but drink
not from one cup. Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf. Sing
and dance together and be joyous, but let each of you be alone, even as the strings of the
lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. Give your hearts, but not into each
other’s keeping. For only the land of Life can contain your hearts. And stand together, yet
not too near together, for the pillars of the temple stand apart, and the oak tree and the
cypress grow not in each other’s shadow."
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Scripture Readings
 1 Corinthians 13:4-10
 Isaiah 61:10-62,3
 John 15:9-17
 Mark 10:6-9
 1 John 4:7-12
 Proverbs 3:1-6
 Psalms 100
 Song of Solomon 8:6-7

1 Corinthians 13:4-10
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. it always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.
When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Isaiah 61:10-62,3
I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the
clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom in
his wedding suit or a bride with her jewels. The Sovereign Lord will show his justice to
the nations of the world. Everyone will praise him! His righteousness will be like a
garden in early spring, filled with young plants springing up everywhere.
The Lord will hold you in his hands for all to see—a splendid crown in the hands of
God.
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John 15:9-17
I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey
me, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father and remain in his love. I have told
you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! I command
you to love each other in the same way that I love you. And here is how to measure it—
the greatest love is shown when people lay down their lives for their friends. You are my
friends if you obey me. I no longer call you servants, because a master doesn’t confide in
his servants. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told
me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce fruit that will
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. I command
you to love each other.

Mark 10:6-9
But God’s plan was seen from the beginning of creation, for ‘He made them male and
female.’ ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife,
and the two are united into one.’ Since they are no longer two but one, let no one separate
them, for God has joined them together."

1 John 4:7-12
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know
God—for God is love.
God showed how much he loved us by sending his only Son into the world so that we
might have eternal life through him. This is real love. It is not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.
Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love has been
brought to full expression through us.

Proverbs 3:1-6
My child, never forget the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your heart,
for they will give you a long and satisfying life. Never let loyalty and kindness get away
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from you! Wear them like a necklace; write them deep within your heart. Then you will
find favor with both God and people, and you will gain a good reputation.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek
his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.

Psalms 100
Shout with joy to the Lord, O earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing with joy.
Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and bless his name.
For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
and his faithfulness continues to each generation.

Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is
as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like
blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love; rivers
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cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for
love, it would be utterly scorned.
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Prayers
 Opening Prayer
 The Lord's Prayer
 Blessing Of The Rings
 Apache Wedding Prayer
 A Prayer As A Reading
 Grateful
 Blessing For A Marriage
 Wedding Prayer
 The Prayer
Opening Prayer
This marriage is a serious covenant made before God and before all of us as witnesses.
In acknowledgment of its Holy Purpose and the power of the occasion, let us pray.
God of Love, who gives us the longing for, and capability of loving, we give you thanks
for ________ and _______ , for their open hearts and willing spirits, and for the example
of love that they embody here in our presence. Be with them on this joyous occasion of
showing their love and making their vows; and be with us, their witnesses, that we may
all be changed by what is said and witnessed here.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

Blessing of the Rings
Lord, bless and consecrate _____ and _____ in their love for each other.
May these rings be a symbol of true faith in each other and always remind them of their
love, through Christ our Lord. Amen

Apache Wedding Prayer
Now you will feel no rain,
for each of you will be shelter for the other.
Now you will feel no cold,
for each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now there will be no loneliness,
for each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two persons,
but there are three lives before you: his life, her life and your life together.
Go now to your dwelling place to enter into your days together.
And may all your days be good and long upon the Earth.

A Prayer as a Reading
"A Marriage Prayer" by Bud Henry Bowmen (adapted)
( you may edit out any lines that do not apply to your situation)
Bless this marriage, O God, as ________ and __________ begin their journey down the
road of life together.
We don't know what lies ahead for the road turns and bends. But help them to make the
best of whatever comes their way.
Help them to hug each other often...laugh a lot, talk more, and argue less.
Help them to continue to enjoy each other as they did when they first met.
Help them to realize that nothing nor no one is perfect and to look for the good in all
things and all people including themselves.
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Help them to respect each other's likes and dislikes, opinion and beliefs, hopes and
dreams and fears even though they may not always understand them.
Help them to learn from each other and to help each other to grow mentally, emotionally,
and spiritually.
Help them to realize that there is design and purpose in their lives as in the world and no
matter what happens to them they will hold on to each other and know that things have a
way of working out for the good.
Help them to create for their children a peaceful, stable home of love as a foundation on
which they can build their lives.
But most of all, dear God, help them to keep lit the torch of love' that they now share in
their hearts so that by their loving example they may pass on the light of love to their
children and to their children's children forever. Amen

Grateful
Let us be grateful
for the capacity to see, feel, hear, and understand.
Let us be grateful for this incredible gift of life.
Let us be especially grateful
for the ties of love which bind us together,
giving dignity, meaning, worth and joy to all our days.
This is indeed a day which the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice in it and be glad,
and let us count our many blessings.
Blessing For A Marriage
James Dillet Freeman
May your marriage bring you all the
exquisite excitements a marriage should bring,
and may life grant you also patience, tolerance,
and understanding.
May you always need one another - not so much
to fill your emptiness as to help you know your fullness.
A mountain needs a valley to be complete;
the valley does not make the mountain less but more;
and the valley is more a valley
because it has a mountain towering over it.
So let it be with you and you.
May you need one another, but not out of weakness.
May you want one another, but not out of lack.
May you entice one another, but not compel one another.
Page 72 of 78
Copyright 2005 The Marriage Center, LLC

May you succeed in all important ways with one another,
and not fail in the little graces.
May you look for things to praise, often say,
"I love you!" and take no notice of small faults.
If you have quarrels that push you apart,
may both of you hope to have good sense
enough to take the first step back.
May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness
of one another's presence - no more physical than spiritual,
warm and near when you are side by side, and warm and near
when you are in separate rooms or even distant cities.
May you have happiness, and may you find it making one
another happy.
May you have love, and may you find it loving one another!
Wedding Prayer
Lord, behold our family here assembled.
We thank you for this place in which we dwell,
for the love that unites us,
for the peace accorded us this day,
for the hope with which we expect the morrow,
for the health, the work, the food,
and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;
for our friends in all parts of the earth.
Amen
By Robert Louis Stevenson

The Prayer
Lord, make
us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is discord, union;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love.
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For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen
By St. Francis of Assisi

Marriage Prayer
Father in heaven,
You ordained marriage for your children, and you gave us love.
We present to You _________ and ___________, who come this day to be married.
May the covenant of love they make be blessed with true devotion and spiritual
commitment.
We ask that You, God, will give them the ability to keep the covenant they have made.
When selfishness shows itself, grant generosity; when mistrust is a temptation, give
moral strength; when there is misunderstanding, give patience and gentleness;
if suffering becomes a part of their lives, give them a strong faith and an abiding love.
Amen.
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Benedictions
( you may edit out any lines that do not apply to your situation)

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and grant you peace. In the name of
the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. (a)

We ask that the Holy Spirit of love may deepen the lives of ___________ and
_________. May the relationship, which today has been expressed, continue to grow in
the years to come. And whatever changes time may bring, let this wedding ceremony
remain as a treasured memory and a guide to life. May they always experience that
breathless wonder that exclaims: "Out of all this world, YOU have chosen ME. "When
life is done and the sun is setting, may they be found then as now, still hand in hand, still
thanking you for each other. Amen (b)

__________and __________, you have now affirmed before your families and friends
your love and your caring for each other. You have come from different backgrounds.
You have walked different paths. You are different individuals. Your love has
transcended these differences. In the years before you, may the richness of the traditions
that have nurtured you enhance and brighten your lives as you help to create and shape
the future.
May the challenges of your life be met with courage and optimism. May you learn from
your failures and grow in your achievements. May life bless you with children, friends,
and family in a wide network of mutual support and enjoyment. May you face pain, toil,
and trouble with a stout but light heart. May you share with others the radiance of your
seasons of joy and pleasure.
May the spirit of love be ever a part of your lives so that the union we here celebrate this
day be worthy of continued celebration tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow. (c)
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Most gracious God: We thank you for the beauty of this moment. Send your richest
blessing upon (name of bride) and (name of groom), whom we bless in your name, that
they may love, honor, and cherish each other, amid the ever-changing scenes of this life.
Look favorably upon them, that their home may be a haven of blessing and a place of
peace. Grant them fullness of years so that they may see their children’s children. Guide
them by the wise counsel of your word, and when their earthly life is complete, give them
entrance into your everlasting kingdom. (d)

By your free choice you have made a marriage.
No matter what the demands on your lives and your time,
The meaning of your living is now known through your love.
You must nurture each other to fullness
And wholeness, renew yourselves
In love and laughter, maintain the
Capacity for wonder, spontaneity,
humor, sensitivity, and save time for
each other, to love each other more
deeply and learn to love more fully
the Creation in which the mystery of
love happens. Amen (e)

You are now wed
May you always remain sweethearts, helpmates, and friends.
May your life together be full of kindness and
Understanding, thoughtfulness and rejoicing.
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May the years bring you happiness and contentment.
May you enter into each other’s sorrow by sympathy,
Into each other’s joy with gladness,
Into each other’s hope with faith and trust,
Into each other’s need with the sure presence of love,
Into each other’s lives with enthusiasm and embracing. Amen (f)

In joining your lives may God grant you both...
Love... to afford each other a special quality of time together.
Joy... in the accomplishments of one another.
Understanding...that your interests and desires
will not always be the same.
Friendship...based on mutual trust.
Courage...to speak of a misunderstanding
and to work on a solution
before the setting of the sun.
Compassion...to comfort each other in pain and sorrow.
Foresight...to realize rainbows follow rainy days.
Imagination...to keep with you part of the child you used to be.
Mirth...from your sense of humor.
Awareness...to live each day with the knowledge
that there is no promise of tomorrow.
May God bless you and keep you
in the Palm of His hand. (g)

Gracious God, richly bless (......) and (.......)
in the promises that they have made to each other.
Grant that the courtesies, the thoughtfulness,
and the self giving which already
have laid the foundation for their love,
build the home which is raised on it.
May they be loyal and engaging companions to each other,.
and may they be loving and wise parents.
And in this world
where there is much disillusion and disappointment...
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where love brings delight
and also wounding in the fraility of our ways...
make them a visible symbol of the love that does not wane when
the evening comes but is fresh with each new day.
And as you bless this special couple this day,
bless each union represented here.
Forgive us where we have not been good news
and glad days for each other.
Perfect our imperfect love with the joy that comes from above,
and may we grow ourselves and grow in affirmation of the other.
May the Lord bless you and take care of you:
May the Lord be kind and gracious to you:
May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace. (h)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy spirit
be with you.
Amen (i)
************************************************************************

We hope that you have found this manual helpful in planning your wedding
ceremony. Thank you for supporting The Wedding Chapel of Michiana by
purchasing this manual. The proceeds of your purchase help to support our
ministry.
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